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graphics, spread-

sheets, multimedia, 

and using the inter-

net.  

As illustrated at the 

graduation ceremo-

nies, this course em-

phasizes how the dif-

ferent technological 

tools can be used by 

the students to 

s t rengthen the i r 

bonds with their com-

munity. At one cere-

mony, for example, 

the students created a 

PowerPoint presenta-

tion about a field trip 

the class took to dif-

ferent historical sites 

in their communities. 

To compliment their 

skilled PowerPoint 

and enthusiasm in 

sharing what they 

learned with the audi-

ence, the youth exem-

plified excellent pub-

lic speaking abilities.  

The second Intel 

Learn curriculum is 

called Technology at 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Through Technology 
Ruwwad youth are 

continuing to develop 

comprehensive tech-

nological skills, which 

are helping them be-

come active members 

in their community. 

During the month of 

February, graduation 

ceremonies were held 

for 10 Intel Learn 

classes, with 352 

youth across the West 

Bank completing the 

program.   

Intel Learn, one of 

Ruwwadõs Information 

and Communications 

Technology (ICT) pro-

grams, builds a link 

between ICT and 

community engage-

ment. Implemented in 

partnership with Intel, 

the program has two 

different curriculums:  

The Technology and 

Community  class tar-

gets youth ages 9 -12 

and focuses specifi-

cally on skills such as 

word processing, 

Work. The students, 

ages 9-14, are taught 

how sophisticated 

computer skills are 

used in the work 

world. They under-

take projects, for ex-

ample, as if they 

worked in different 

professions, such as a 

healthcare employee 

and an engineer.  

Beyond the student 

presentations, the 

graduation ceremo-

nies reflected the 

strong community 

values the youth de-

veloped, as they sang 

songs, read poems, 

and performed short 

skits about their com-

munity and culture.  

In the coming weeks 

Ruwwad and Intel will 

launch a new cycle of 

classes, giving more 

youth the opportunity 

to use technology as 

a means of commu-

nity engagement.  
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Having completed their 

interactive training in 

Teaching English as a 

F o r e i gn  L a n g u a g e 

(TEFL), Ruwwad youth 

are now transferring the 

creative teaching meth-

ods they developed to 

the classroom. The par-

ticipants have begun 

p r o v i d i n g  E n g l i s h 

courses for other youth, 

as part of the AMIDEAST 

English Language Train-

ing  sub-grant. These 

classes are taking place 

at all three Youth Devel-

opment Resource Cen-

ters (YDRCs). 

The sessions have been 

Robots and Technological Innovation  

filled with creative activi-

ties. Teachers, for exam-

ple, are having their stu-

dents act out short skits 

to study vocabulary and 

are using multimedia 

material to help with lis-

tening comprehension. 

The enthusiasm of the 

teachers illustrates the 

effectiveness of youth -to-

youth programs. This 

project is one of many 

ways in which Ruwwad is 

creating a space for 

youth to empower and 

work with their peers.  

More classes will be 

launched at the YDRCs 

soon. In all, over 900 stu-

dents will have the opportunity to take 

one of the 15-week English courses. 

The classes specifically target high 

school and university students, as well 

as those about to enter the workforce. 

Strong English language skills will help 

these youth succeed both academically 

and professionally.  

Peer-to-Peer Teaching 

During the month of 

February, Ruwwad 

launched activities for 

another sub -grant 

which utilizes a youth -

to-youth approach. 

The Jubilee Center for 

Excellence in Educa-

tion/King Hussein 

Foundation, Ruwwadõs 

partner for the Lego 

Robotics Laboratories 

Project, held its first 

training of trainers. 

The workshop helped 

youth develop their 

skills in science and 

technology.  

The six participants 

were taught how to use 

advanced Lego sets to 

assemble robots, be-

fore turning to a com-

puter software to as-

sign different tasks for 

the robots to complete. 

They learned how to 

make the robots re-

spond to certain signs, 

such as recognizing a 

color and stopping 

when they sees it.  

By the end of the train-

ing, the participants 

were full of enthusi-

asm. This energy will 

be essential in the next 

phase of the sub-grant, 

when the focus of the 

project switches to 

youth -led activities. 

Having developed 

their own skills, the six 

young adults will go 

on to lead Lego Robot-

ics Laboratories which 

have been established 

at each YDRC. These 

labs will be home to 30 

youth, ages 13-15, who 

will have the opportu-

nity to take part in ro-

botics activities.  

The future lab leaders 

could not wait to begin 

teaching, with one ex-

plaining that she will 

òdo everything [she] 

can so the students 

will learn and benefit 

from this project. This 

will be something to-

tally new for them.ó 

The participants were 

unanimous in their 

desire and motivation 

to bring change to the 

lives of teenagers in 

their community.  

The activities at the 

labs will focus on in-

spiring innovation 

among Palestinian 

youth, through 

strengthening their 

skills in engineering, 

problem solving, ro-

botics design, and 

programming. At the 

end of the project, the 

students will take part 

in a one-day robotics 

competition, which 

will include the par-

ticipants from all 

YDRCs. 

Through this project, 

Ruwwad is doing 

more than bringing an 

innovative curriculum 

to Palestine. With a 

strong mentor -based 

environment taking 

shape at the YDRCs, 

Palestinian youth are 

becoming leaders and 

will implement these 

activities, creating a 

unique learning op-

portunity for their 

peers.  


