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chance to develop 

their skills and pre-

sent their message to 

the public, but they 

also had the opportu-

nity to raise important 

dialogue in Palestin-

ian society.  

The episodes dis-

cussed different com-

munity issues, se-

lected by youth, such 

as unemployment, 

individuals with dis-

abilities, and volun-

teerism. Raising pub-

lic debate about these 

important issues is a 

key component to me-

dia activism in itself, 

but the Youth Access 

to Media project went 

a step farther, as the 

episodes created a 

channel of communi-

cation between youth 

and policy makers. 

Representatives from  

governmental minis-

tries and local organi-

zations were often 

guests on the show, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Us a Chance 
The Tawasul Youth 

Access to Media sub-

grant, which held its 

closing ceremony in 

March, illustrated the 

changes Ruwwad 

youth are creating 

through media. The 

project brought 10 

former media interns 

together to produce 

16 weekly television 

episodes, each which 

discussed an issue 

important to Palestin-

ian youth.  

At the ceremony, the 

graduates presented 

a short documentary 

which opened with 

the question: what 

does it take to make 

change? The answer 

was clear by the end 

of the film, as the 

youth proclaimed: 

give us a chance! 

(Give Us a Chance was 

also the name of the 

weekly TV episodes). 

Not only did the sub -

grant give youth a 

giving the youth audi-

ence a chance to dis-

cuss their thoughts 

with local leaders.  

The calls for change 

on the show led to 

real progress on the 

ground, as illustrated 

by Anas Irjoubõs ex-

perience. Irjoub, 

from Hebron, re-

cently received his 

degree in Arabic Lan-

guage before going 

on to take an exam in 

order to become a 

teacher. Even though 

he received a high 

score on the exam, 

he was unable to find 

work because he is 

blind.  

When the Give Us a 

Chance series pro-

duced an episode 

about people with 

disabilities, they 

filmed a short seg-

ment about Irjoub 

and invited him to the 

episode. The pro-
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gram gave him a  chance to 

share his story with the public 

and discuss his case with im-

portant decision makers who 

were present, such as the 

Deputy Minister of Social Af-

fairs.  

When top officials saw the 

episode, they contacted Ir-

joub and asked him to come 

in for a meeting. Irjoub was 

soon hired at a school for the 

blind in Hebron, where he 

teaches Arabic.  

Irjoubõs story illustrates the 

many successes of the Youth 

Access to Media project, as 

not only did the youth gain 

tools to become media activ-

Strengthening Community Through ICT 

ists, but their efforts also had 

tangible change for other 

members of their communi-

ties. With this hands -on ex-

perience under their belt, the 

 

Ruwwad is actively 

working to create 

more opportunities for 

Palestinian youth in the 

field of information 

and communications 

technology (ICT). Two 

Intel Clubhouses have 

been established at 

the Al Bireh and Beit Al 

Tiffel Youth Develop-

ment Resource Cen-

ters (YDRCs) to pro-

vide safe community 

centers for youth 

throughout the West 

Bank. Equipped with 

computers, different 

multimedia software, 

and a professional mu-

sic recording room, 

the Clubhouses will 

offer students, ages 13 -

18, numerous creative 

opportunities.  

The Clubhouses will 

be run with a youth -to-

youth approach, as 

university students will 

become mentors at the 

centers. They will first 

complete a training to 

familiarize themselves 

with the software and 

equipment. The Club-

houses are made up of 

different clusters of 

computers, each with 

a specific focus. One 

area, for example, is 

about photography 

while another includes 

video editing software.  

The members will 

have the freedom to 

choose their own pro-

jects and topics. With 

the mentorsõ help, 

they will develop the 

skills necessary not 

only to become ex-

perts in computer pro-

grams, but to use this 

technology in explor-

ing the community 

issues important to 

them. Each month the 

clubs will also select a 

social theme, such as 

women or the environ-

ment, to help the youth 

brainstorm ideas.  

The Clubhouses, are 

part of a network of 

over 100 clubs which 

exist all over the 

world. Following the 

example set by these 

clubs, the Clubhouses 

in the Al Bireh and Beit 

Al Tiffel YDRCs will 

provide opportunities 

for marginalized youth 

who otherwise would 

not have access to this 

equipment. One of the 

most unique experi-

ences for members is 

in the music room, 

which includes re-

cording software and 

musical instruments. 

Youth will also be able 

to use the editing soft-

ware in the labs to 

work with the pieces 

they produce.  

The clubs will soon 

begin to fill up with 

members as activities 

are set to get under-

way in the coming 

months. With youth 

working together as 

designers, inventors, 

and creators, the 

Clubhouses will foster 

a strong sense of com-

munity by bringing 

youth together to ex-

plore important is-

sues. 

participants have developed 

the comprehensive skill sets 

necessary to continue facili-

tating change for years to 

come. 


